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The publication is said to be the product of ten years of
research on the Ayurvedic system of medicine. It includes the
scientific, common, English and vernacular names, botanical
descriptions, habitats and colour pictures of 105 plant species
used in Ayurvedic medicine in India. The Introduction is
preceded by 25 pages of colour plates of each species. Species
are presented alphabetically, allowing for easy reference. What
distracts from the usefulness of the book is the poor grammar.
The book would have benefitted from more thorough editing
and perhaps the inclusion of an English speaking editor. Thedoi:10.1016/j.sajb.2012.03.005value of Indigenous Medicinal Plants and their Practical
Utility in a library is lessened due to the poor grammar and
lack of editing. The foreword, contributed by Professor K.
Muthuchelian, sums up the overall value of such a publication
in the field of Traditional Medicine, to the users, healers and
research scientists. The book was designed for use by teachers
and students alike, and as a positive is visually appealing, com-
pact, reasonably priced and makes for a handy reference book
in the field.
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